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It is remarkable that there does not exist a single first-class mono- 
graph or body of material on any one of the native languages of this 
continent. This distressing fact should burn into the minds of all who 
profess interest in learning and science. Perhaps the realization that 
the first scholarly attempt to deal seriously with these tongues was 
made in German by an Austrian priest will stir Australians into effort. 

A. L. Kroeber 

The Northern D'Entrecasteaux. D. Jenness, M. A. (Oxon.) and the 

late Rev. A. Ballantyne. With a Preface by R. R. Marett. 

Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1920. 219 pp., 35 half-tones, 7 figs., 

2 maps. 

This volume represents the first instalment of Mr, Jenness's report 
on his expedition to the northern part of the D'Entrecasteaux Archi- 
pelago, off southeastern New Guinea. It is to be supplemented by 
publications on the folk-lore, songs, and language. In his work Mr. 
Jenness enjoyed the cooperation of his brother-in-law, the late Rev. 
Ballantyne, whose long residence on Goodenough Island and consequent 
knowledge of the native language made him a most desirable collaborator; 
and their joint labors have enriched ethnographical literature with a 
contribution to our knowledge of a practically unknown region. 

The culture of Goodenough Island and its neighbors is of great 
simplicity as compared with other sections of the same general area, 
though in a broad sense there is conformity to the New Guinea pattern. 
The natives are horticulturists depending mainly on the yam crop and 
eking out a livelihood in bad seasons by making sago. Social life centers 
in the family and the hamlet. There is patrilocal residence with local 
exogamy but no trace of a sib system, let alone of matrilineal descent. 
The kinship nomenclature is of the Hawaiian type. Clubhouses are 
lacking, and while both sexes undergo a puberty rite this does not involve 
any spectacular performances. Decorative art is almost wholly devoid 
of symbolic interpretation. Magic flourishes, while religion is limited 
to a belief in spirits none of whom attains the dignity of a genuine deity. 
Though technology is treated somewhat summarily, several points of 
interest are worth noting. Fire is ploughed; canoes are of the built-up 
and the simple dugout variety, the latter being adzed out without the 
aid of fire; and coiled pottery is rather extensively manufactured, though 
without any variety of shape and for purely utilitarian purposes. 

Mr. Jenness has presented his results with obvious care and may 
be sure that his future publications, both in the same domain and the 
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widely different Eskimo field, will be received with respectful attention 
by his colleagues. 

Robert H. Lowie 
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